
Research Paper – Fall 2008 
ANT 2301 | Human Sexuality and Culture 

 
You are required to write a research paper. The paper should be 10-12 pages, double-spaced, in 
12-point Times New Roman font with 1-inch margins. References must be consistently 
formatted in MLA style. Your paper must cite and incorporate at least six sources from the 
scholarly literature. Scholarly literature includes peer-reviewed academic journals, monographs, 
and edited volumes. Encyclopedias, textbooks, and most websites are not appropriate sources. 
Your paper will be evaluated based on the quality of the literature review, the quality of analytic 
effort, and the organization and writing style (see below for details). You are encouraged to take 
advantage of the services offered by the Reading & Writing Center, Broward Hall, 392-0791, 
http://www.at.ufl.edu/rwcenter/. 

Requirements and Due Dates 

Good writing requires revision and rewriting. To improve your skills in this regard, the research 
paper involves three assignments: 

a. First submission of paper (5%). You will be required to submit a complete draft of your 
research paper through the E-Learning peer review system by Monday, October 27. 
Your TA will explain how to access the peer review system in discussion section. This 
first submission is not merely a rough draft: It should meet all the major requirements of 
the final paper and reflect your best effort to develop a well-organized argument that is 
supported by your literature review. The first submission will be graded based on: (i) 
proper formatting and adherence to instructions, (ii) correct length (10-12 pages), (iii) use 
of appropriate type and number of scholarly sources, and (iv) clarity of organization. You 
will receive written and verbal feedback from your peers (see below) using the guidelines 
that TAs will use to grade your final submission (see below). You will receive written 
feedback from other students, but not from your TAs on the content of your first 
submission. TAs will be available to answer questions and discuss specific aspects of 
your writing during office hours. 

b. Peer review (5%). During Week 11, you will work in peer-response groups to provide 
feedback on one another’s developing research papers. Using the peer review system on 
E-Learning, you will provide written feedback on one another’s papers, according to the 
same criteria that TAs will use to grade your final paper. You will be required to submit 
your written feedback via E-Learning before your discussion section meets, so that you 
can discuss it in class. You will be expected to read the papers carefully and to provide 
comments that are thoughtful, respectful, and constructive. Peer review—both receiving 
and giving editorial comments—is important to the development of your final research 
paper. In addition to the direct benefit of receiving feedback on your paper, you will find 
that the process of reading and thinking critically about others’ work will help you 
analyze and refine your own writing. Your grade for the peer review requirement will be 
based on (i) your participation in peer-response group activities and (ii) the quality of 
written feedback you provide according to the rubric (see below). 



c. Final, revised paper (10%). You will be graded on how well you incorporate peer 
feedback into the revised version of your paper for final submission. Along with the final 
version of your paper, you must submit a one-page memo that summarizes the feedback 
you received from your peer-response group and indicates the changes you made since 
the first submission. The final version of your paper is due at the beginning of lecture on 
November 24. No late term papers will be accepted, unless documentation of a 
university-approved excuse is provided to Dr. Gravlee at least 24 hours before the due 
date. Before submitting your final paper to your TA, you must upload it to Turnitin.com, 
a plagiarism detection program, through E-Learning (http://lss.at.ufl.edu). If there is any 
evidence of plagiarism, you will receive a grade of zero for the assignment and be 
reported to Student Judicial Affairs. Complete details and grading criteria for the final 
research paper will be posted on the course web site and discussed in discussion section. 

Paper Format 
Your research papers must follow these specific guidelines: 

• 10-12 pages – The text of the last page must be at 1.25” from the bottom of the page. If it 
is not, the paper is short 

• 1” margins 
• Double-spaced 
• 12-point font 
• Times New Roman font 
• Black ink 
• Title page (Title, your name, discussion section number and meeting time, TA’s name, 

date of submission) 
• Reference page (References follow the MLA format. We will explain MLA format in 

discussion section and provide appropriate links to web-based resources on the course 
web site). The title page and reference page are in addition to the 10-12 pages of written 
text. 

• Pages numbered 
• Stapled 
• Double-sided printing encouraged but not mandatory 

 
Paper Content 

Research on various aspects of human sexuality receives considerable attention in the popular 
press. Unfortunately, popular accounts sometimes do not effectively summarize information 
from the scientific literature and thereby create misconceptions among the general public. For 
your term paper, you will be responsible for summarizing and critically evaluating a recent 
popular article on human sexuality. This assignment will involve independently researching the 
topic discussed in the popular article. 
 
Potential popular articles will be posted on the course website or e-Reserves at the library. See 
the course website for details (http://gravlee.org/sexuality). The list of acceptable articles is also 
provided below. You are to choose ONE of these articles and use this article as a starting point to 
frame your research. If the papers we have provided do not address an aspect of human sexuality 
that you would like to research for your paper, you may search for another popular article that 
deals with your preferred topic. Please consult with your TA to determine if the topic and article 



you have chosen is appropriate for the assignment. If your TA grants permission in writing ahead 
of time, you will be allowed to use a popular article not on our list as the basis for your paper. 
 
The paper should be structured as follows: 
 
1) Introduction & summary of the popular account. Begin your paper by briefly discussing 
the relevance or importance of the topic, and then summarizing the major issues presented in the 
popular article. The introduction should provide a clear thesis statement that summarizes the 
argument you will develop in the paper. 
 
2) Background Research. In this section you should synthesize and present the research 
information that you compiled from the scholarly literature. What do scholars have to say about 
the topic? What stances have others taken? Be certain to incorporate a cross-cultural and 
evolutionary perspective: What can we learn about this topic by examining how people in other 
times and places have approached or reacted to this topic? You should cite and incorporate a 
minimum of three but no more than six examples from other cultures. Remember that there are 
varying cultures even within the United States. 
 
3) Assessment of the popular account. Based on your background readings, how well or how 
poorly did the popular account do in presenting the scientific information? Your assessment 
should strive to identify both the strengths and weaknesses of the popular account. Specific 
questions that you may want to consider include: 
 

(a) What are the correct, incorrect, and potentially misleading pieces of information in 
this article? How well does the article reflect available evidence? 

 
(b) Is the tone of the article appropriate? Does it accurately reflect the manner in which 
researchers have argued their points? 

 
(c) If you were responsible for writing a similar popular press account of the same topic, 
how would yours differ? What would you choose to emphasize & omit? Why? 

 
This section of the paper should conclude with a summary of the background research and your 
conclusions about the popular account. 
 
4) Implications & future directions. Discuss the broad scientific or societal implications. For 
scientific research, it would be useful to discuss potential future studies for resolving unanswered 
questions. You may also suggest possible solutions or interventions for the topic you selected. 
 
References 

You are required to have at least six scholarly, published references from the scholarly literature. 
Scholarly literature includes peer-reviewed professional journals, books, or chapters in edited 
volumes. Take advantage of the library databases that were discussed in discussion section and 
posted on the blog. Encyclopedias, textbooks, and most websites are NOT appropriate sources. 
Also, the course textbook and packet readings are NOT acceptable sources, because you are 
expected to do original, independent literature research.  



General tips 
• Choose words with precise and formal meanings. Avoid the use of colloquialisms, 

contractions, slang, jargon, clichés, and abbreviations. 
• Strive for clarity of style; do not use more (or more complicated) words than are 

necessary to express a point. 
• Have a point of view with supporting statements and evidence. 
• Have a clear, concise thesis statement that summarizes your argument. 
• Remember to include global, cultural, political, economic, and evolutionary perspectives 

that may relate to your paper topic. 
• Begin with an introduction on the importance of the questions. 
• Have a conclusion that includes implications and future directions, and possibly solutions 

or interventions relating to your chosen topic. 
• Review the University’s Academic Honesty Guidelines to ensure that you maintain 

academic integrity (http://www.dso.ufl.edu/judicial/procedures/honestybrochure.php). 
 
Grading Scale 

The final submission of your research paper is worth 10 percent of your grade. The first 
submission and peer-review process are worth another 10 percent (five percent each). The final 
submission will be graded according to these criteria: 
Content (50%) 

• Clear summary and analysis of popular account 
• Use of an anthropological (cross-cultural, evolutionary) perspective 
• Use of appropriate scholarly sources 
• Adequate discussion of scholarly sources 

Organization (20%) 
• Introduction attracts the reader’s attention and identifies focus of paper 
• Conclusion discusses implications and future directions 
• Each paragraph has a central idea 
• Paper flows with clear, logical transitions between paragraphs 
• Appropriate use of subheadings 
• Sources are well integrated into the structure of the argument 

Grammar and style (20%) 
• Correct grammar and spelling 
• Simple and straightforward word choice 
• Cohesive sentences and paragraphs 

Required formatting (10%) 
• Proper formatting 
• Correct referencing and quotations according to MLA style 

 
Resources for Improving Your Writing 

If you have questions you should direct them to your TA well in advance of the paper due date. 
Your TAs have the option to check their email whenever they want, but TAs will not respond to 



any emails regarding the paper after 4:00 p.m. on November 23, the day before the paper is due. 
Please work ahead of the due date and consult with your TA early. Also, you are encouraged to 
consult the UF Reading & Writing Center, Broward Hall, 392-0791, for writing assistance. 



Popular articles acceptable as topics for paper (choose one) 
 
FEMALE CIRCUMCISION 
Silver, Marc. “America's Next Top Issue: Female Genital Mutilation.” National Geographic 
 Magazine (Fall 2008). Accessed Sept 10, 2008. 
 http://ngm.typepad.com/pop_omnivore/2008/02/americas-next-t.html  
 
Sinclair, Stephanie “Inside a Female Circumcision Ceremony” (Slideshow)  
 The New York Times Magazine (2008). Accessed Sept 10, 2008. 
 http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2008/01/20/magazine/20080120_CIRCUMCISION_
SLIDESHOW_index.html  
  
MALE CIRCUMCISION AND AIDS 
Bateganya, Moses. “Uganda: Circumcision may not help.” The New York Times. Nov 29, 2008. 
 Accessed Sept 10, 2008.  
 http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/04/us/04immune.html 
 
MARRIAGE (GAY, POLYGAMIST): 
Dolan, Maura. “California Supreme Court Overturns Gay Marriage Ban” Los Angeles Times, 
 Global Health Diaries. May 16, 2008. Accessed Sept 10, 2008.  
 http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-gaymarriage16-2008may16,0,6182317.story  
 
Soukup, Elise. “After Gay Marriage, Polygamy Activism Rises: They used to live quietly, but 
 now they're making noise.” Newsweek: MSNBC. March 20, 2006. Accessed Sept 10, 
2008.  http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/11786790/site/newsweek/print/1/displaymode/1098/ 
 
Von Drehle, David. “The Texas Polygamist Sect: Uncoupled and Unchartered” Time Magazine 
 Thursday, Apr. 24, 2008. Accessed Sept 10, 2008. 
 http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1734818-2,00.html 
 
Blumenthal, Ralph. “52 Girls Are Taken From Polygamist Sect’s Ranch in Texas.” The New 
 York Times.  April 5, 2008. Accessed Sept 10, 2008.  
 http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/05/us/05jeffs.html?scp=1&sq=YFZ&st=cse  
 
HIV MORNING AFTER PILL 
Calvi, Nuala. “The battle for the HIV 'morning after' drug” Feb 9, 2006. BBC. Accessed Sept 10, 
 2008. http://www.bbc.co.uk/ouch/closeup/nualaiv_hivpep.shtml 
 
SAME SEX, NOT HOMOSEXUAL IDENTITY 
Lacey, Marc. “Vulnerable to HIV, Resistant to Labels.” The New York Times. August 6, 2008. 
 Accessed Sept 10, 2008. 
 http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/07/world/americas/07mexico.html?_r=1&oref=slogin 

o a video that accompanies the report: 
http://video.on.nytimes.com/?fr_story=2f2777d6e2155646ace6ec414aeaadd1db15
0082 

 



 
HIV/AIDS  IN CHINA 
Park, Alice. “China's Secret Plague.” Time Magazine July 19, 2004.  
 http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,557111,00.html 
 
Christine,  Gorman, Simon Robinson and Bryan Walsh. “Tackling Aids in  
 China.” Time Magazine Nov 22, 2006.  
 http://time.blogs.com/global_health/2006/11/hivaids_in_chin.html 
 
PILL AND SEX PARTNERS 
DeNoon, Daniel J. “Women on Birth Control Pill May Be Attracted to 'Wrong' Sex Partner”  
 Web MD Health News. Aug 12, 2008.  
 http://www.webmd.com/sex-relationships/news/20080812/bad-sex-pill 
 
BREAST FEEDING 
Parker-Pope, Tara. “Why Women Stop Breast-Feeding” The New York Times. Aug 15, 2008. 

http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/08/15/why-women-stop-breast-feeding/ 
 

HPV 
Springen, Karen. “Women’s Health: The Fast Track” Newsweek Web Exclusive. Aug 20, 
 2008 Accessed Sept 10, 20-08.  
 http://www.newsweek.com/id/154381?tid=relatedcl.  
  
CHEATING BRAIN 
Carmichael, Mary. “His Cheating Brain: Why do powerful men risk everything for sex? It has to 
 do with brain chemistry, evolution and, yes, testosterone” 
 Newsweek Web Exclusive. Mar 12, 2008.  Accessed Sept 10, 2008.  
 http://www.newsweek.com/id/121492. 
 
GAY BRAIN 
Park, Alice. “What the Gay Brain Looks Like.” TIME. Jun. 17, 2008. Accessed Sept 10, 2008. 
 http://www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1815538,00.html 
 
ABORTION PILL 
Dworkin-McDaniel, Norine.  “I Was Betrayed by a Pill. The abortion pill was supposed to make 
 termination safe, easy, and discreet. One pro-choice advocate found it anything but.” 
 Marie Claire. Accessed Setp 10, 2008. 
 http://www.marieclaire.com/life/sex/advice/abortion-pill 
 
SEX BUYERS 
Ohtake, Miyoko. “A School for Johns: As San Francisco prepares to vote on a bid to legalize 
 prostitution, a closer look at a program designed to focus on buyers, rather than sellers, in 
 the sex trade.” Newsweek Web Exclusive. July 24, 2008. Accessed Sept 10, 2008. 
 http://www.newsweek.com/id/148531/page/1 
 
 



 
GIRLS WILL BE BOYS 
Quart, Alissa. “When Girls Will Be Boys.” The New York Times. Mar 16, 2008. Accessed Sept 
 10, 2008. http://www.nytimes.com/2008/03/16/magazine/16students-
 t.html?ex=1363233600&en=59a4ef0c9544fe05&ei=5124&partner=digg&exprod=digg 
 
SEXISM, GIRLS AND MATH 
Phillips, Ashley. “Study: Girls in Sexist Societies Worse at Math:  Countries with  
 Higher Gender Equality Produce Girls Who Are Better at Math” ABC NEWS. May 29, 
 2008. Accessed Sept 10, 2008.  
 http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/Story?id=4956998&page=1 
 
BREADWINNER AND GENDER ROLES 
Dunleavey, M.P. “Basic Instincts:  A Breadwinner Rethinks Gender Roles.”  The New York 
 Times BUSINESS. Jan 27, 2007. Accessed Sept 10, 2008.  
 http://www.nytimes.com/2007/01/27/business/27instincts.html?_r=1&emc=eta1&oref=sl
 ogin 
 
GENDER EQUITY AND GENDER ROLES 
Tierney, John. “As Barriers Disappear, Some Gender Gaps Widen.” The New York Times 

September 9, 2008. Accessed September 11, 2008. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/09/science/09tier.html. 

 
TEEN MOTHERS 
Kliff, Sarah. “A Fine Line: Does media portrayal of teen mothers help destigmatize the issue for 
 the unfortunate who end up pregnant? Or does it somehow legitimize premarital sex? 
 Readers weigh in.” Newsweek Web Exclusive. July 23, 2008. Accessed Sept 10, 2008. 
 http://www.newsweek.com/id/148446 
 
POPULATION DECLINE 
Shorto, Russell. “No Babies.?” The New York Times. Jun 29, 2008. Accessed Sept 10, 2008. 
 http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/29/magazine/29Birth-t.html 
 
BISEXUALIY IN THE ANIMAL KINGDOM 
Driscoll, Emily. “Bisexual SpeciEs: Unorthodox Sex in the Animal Kingdom: Homosexual 
 behavior is common in nature, and it plays an important role in survival.” Scientific 
 American Mind.  Jul 10, 2008. Accessed Sept 10, 2008. 
 http://www.sciam.com/article.cfm?id=bisexual-species&print=true 
 


